Dayton and Springfield Minority Women Educators Win National Patricia Roberts Harris Graduate Fellowships by unknown
University of Dayton
eCommons
News Releases Marketing and Communications
1-5-1994
Dayton and Springfield Minority Women
Educators Win National Patricia Roberts Harris
Graduate Fellowships
Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
Recommended Citation
"Dayton and Springfield Minority Women Educators Win National Patricia Roberts Harris Graduate Fellowships" (1994). News
Releases. 8060.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/8060
The University of Dayton News &lease 
Jan. 5, 1994 
Contact: Teri Rizvi 
DAYTON AND SPRINGFIELD MINORITY WOMEN EDUCATORS WIN 
NATIONAL PATRICIA ROBERTS HARRIS GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS 
DAYTON, Ohio-- Two doctoral students at the University of Dayton are among 400 
minority women nationally to win prestigious Patricia Roberts Harris Fellowships from the 
U.S. Department of Education. 
Linda Williams of Dayton and Barbara Chilton of Springfield will receive a $14,000 
annual stipend for three years plus full tuition in UD's doctoral program in educational 
leadership. Each fellowship is valued at approximately $99,000. The fellowships begin this 
month. 
The program, open to minority women pursuing either a master's or doctoral degree in 
an underrepresented field, is named after Patricia Roberts Harris, the first black woman to 
head a U.S. embassy, serve in a president's cabinet and head a law school. Harris, who died 
of cancer in 1985, was the former ambassador to Luxembourg in the Johnson administration 
and served as U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and U.S. Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare under Jimmy Carter. 
"Patricia Roberts Harris and I both graduated from Howard University. I have a real 
affinity for her. To receive this scholarship, I'm beyond words," said Williams, who has 
taught in secondary education in school systems in Virginia, the District of Columbia and 
Dayton. She has also taught in a prison in Virginia, where she said she "recognized my 
worth as a teacher." 
Williams, who's already completed two years of UD's doctoral program, received a 
bachelor's degree in secondary education from Howard University and a master's degree in 
curriculum from Wright State University, where she received an outstanding student award. 
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She is the wife of Dayton Public Schools superintendent James Williams. 
Barbara Chilton, who will begin the Ph.D. program in January, has spent 25 years in 
the field, teaching from kindergarten through 12th grade. For the past four years, she ' s 
worked as· a curriculum facilitator for the Springfield school system's at-risk program, called 
2XL Intervention Program. 
"I'm thrilled to death. I just feel so blessed," said Chilton upon learning of her 
selection for the fellowship . 
Chilton earned a bachelor's degree in elementary education from Tennessee State 
University and a master's in the same field from UD. She also holds a reading specialist 
certificate from UD. 
UD's office of graduate studies and research and the School of Education jointly wrote 
the winning proposal. Katy Marre, associate dean for graduate studies and research, said 
winning the fellowships "puts the University of Dayton in a competitive position regionally 
and nationally and adds to the national reputation of the Ph.D. program in educational . 
leadership." 
There are 95 doctoral candidates in the program, of which 43, or nearly half, are 
female. Minority students make up nearly 20 percent of the program. 
-30-
For interviews, contact Barbara Chilton at 390-1681, Linda Williams at 274-3320, Katy 
Marre at 229-2322 or Joe Rogus, director of the Ph.D. in educational leadership program, at 
229-3735. 
